THE   STORY  OF  " WINETHA."                25

century, in one of those farragoes of fact and fiction
in which our forefathers read history, tells of a great
trading city at the mouth of the Oder, "Julin, the
greatest town of heathen Europe." z " It is a famed
meeting-place for the barbarians and Greeks2 of the
neighbourhood, inhabited by Slavs and other bar-
barians. Saxons, too, may live there if they do not
declare themselves Christians; for the town is rich in
the wares of all Eastern peoples, and contains much
that is charming and precious."

This town of Winetha, of whose exact site we
are no longer sure, since it has been destroyed by the
encroachment of the Baltic, was, and is still, a favourite
theme of song and legend with German writers. It is
fabled that it was destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrha,
because of its sins; for its inhabitants had grown hard
and proud and disdainful, trusting in wealth, and de-
spising God. On fine and calm days manners can, it
is said, behold the city, with its silver ramparts, its
marble columns, its stirring, richly-dressed population,
leading, beneath the ocean, the life which they led
while their city was still on firm ground. Every Good

1  Julin in Danish, Wolin in Sclavonic, Winetha in Saxon. A learned
author, pointing out the community of origin of the Venetians of the
Adriatic, and the Venedes or Vends of the Baltic, draws a parallel be-
tween the Venice of the Adriatic, and the Venice (Winetha) of the
north.    "Singular destiny," he writes, "this of the two commercial
cities, which seem the issue of one trunk, that grew up at the same time
in the Adriatic and the Baltic, almost under the same name, the one to
arrive at the greatest splendour, enriched by the trade of the East, the
other to serve as a starting-point  for the commerce of the north."

2  Under the term of Greeks, Adam, and other writers of the period,
include the Russians, on account of their adhesion to the Greek form of
the Catholic Church.